
FMS PTSA Parent Meeting Minutes  
Title 1 - Parent Engagement 

Monday March 25, 2019 
Lloyd Library 

6:30 p.m. 
 
1. PTSA Announcements 
 

- The recent Used Book Fair was the most successful year thus far.  Over $11,000 was 
raised.  

- The PTSA is seeking volunteers for the Nominating Committee to assist with 
establishing the ballot for the upcoming PTSA elections. One volunteer is needed for 
each school.  If you are interesting in being involved, please reach out to one of the FMS 
VPs.  

- The PTSA is also seeking volunteers for the Membership & Calendar Committee.  This 
committee does most of its work over the summer and volunteers with time to spare in 
the summer are well suited for this very important committee. 

 
 
2. SEPTA Announcements 
 

- HHS Community Conversations will be held on 3/26 at 6:30 in the Lloyd Library.  The 
transition from 8th grade to 9th grade will be discussed. 

- The SEPTA Carnival will be held on June 2 from noon - 3:00 at Hillside. 
- A thank you to the community for the support in making SEPTA’s Trivia Night a huge 

success. 
 
 
3. Administrative Announcements 
 

● “Smart Wearables” 
 

- The awareness around this issue came out of conversations with teachers and their 
concerns about students wearing Fitbits and Apple watches. The concerns that have 
been raised so far include that students are distracted by the information on the 
wearables, or are using them to access internet and text during classes. 

- Administration plans to speak with Team Leaders about this issue and the possibility of 
instituting an “Away For The Day” policy to address this problem. 

- “Smart Wearables” will not be allowed to be worn during state tests. 
- Please encourage your children to not wear these devices to school. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

● Heads Up Rivertowns  
 

- Lisa Wade and Wendy Hart, two of the founding members of Heads Up Rivertowns, 
which was established in October 2018, came to speak to the community about their 
organization.  

- Heads Up Rivertowns is a committee created to bring awareness, education, support, 
and advocacy to encourage a screen smart community in the current and changing age 
of technology.  

- Lisa and Wendy spoke about some initiatives taking place in Irvington such as having 
your cell phone screen Go Gray for the day on the first Thursday of the month as well as 
the STUC Program (Screen Time Usage Challenge).  They shared that Irvington High 
School’s Student Council is very involved with these initiatives and that the students are 
seeing a problem with their phone usage and reliance.  

- Lisa and Wendy are looking for a volunteer to be the Heads Up Hastings Leader.  If you 
are interested, please reach out via email to Wendy Hart or Lisa Wade at  
headsuprivertowns@gmail.com.  

- Please subscribe to receive emails and updates at www.headsuprivertowns.com 
 
 
4. Academic Coaching 
 

- The Academic Coaching period is from 2:45-3:15. 
- Administration is looking at ways to better support students during this time and figure 

out what students need to make this time more successful.  
- Administration is speaking with teachers about strategies they are using to make the 

Academic Coaching period successful as well as collecting anecdotes from both 
teachers & parents and analyzing data. If parents have anecdotes they would like to 
share, please reach out to Gail Kipper and Chris Keogh. 

- Teachers will be asking students to sign in during the period in an effort to gather data. 
- A parent asked about the possibility of informing parents when teachers will not 

be available during the Academic Coaching period in an effort to help their 
children navigate and plan.  Mr. Keogh explained that teachers have a 
contractual obligation to be in their classrooms from 2:45-3:15 but there are times 
when teachers have emergencies, outside commitments, team meetings, and 
parent meetings that cause teachers to not be available during this time. 
Teachers have been asked to leave a note on their door when they are not 
available.  Please let Gail Kipper and Chris Keogh know if this is not what your 
child is experiencing.  

- A parent raised the concern about teachers not being available during the 
Academic Coaching period the day before an exam.  The suggestion was made 

http://www.headsuprivertowns.com/


that if a teacher anticipates not being available after school leading up to an 
exam to let their class know a few days in advance so students can plan 
accordingly.  

- The suggestion was made to request that teachers post their Academic Coaching 
availability on their classroom doors each week so anticipated changes can be 
up to date. 

- A parents raised the concern about video games in the Library being available 
during the Academic Coaching period, making it difficult to encourage students to 
attend to school work when there are video games causing a distraction.  

- A number of parents raised concerns about video games and Youtube being 
available in the Library.  Parents requested more supervision and monitoring in 
the Library.  Administration will look at this issue.  

 
 
5. Math Communication 
 

- A community blast was recently sent out informing parents of upcoming events 
addressing math curriculum.  

- On April 9 at 6:30 in the Lloyd Library, an informational session will be held for parents 
about the the trajectory of math curriculum in middle school through high school. 

- On April 25 at 2:45 in the Lloyd Library, the acceleration exam will be held for 7th 
graders who wish to accelerate from 7th grade math into high school level Algebra.  

 
 
6. Transitions 
 

Link to Transition Survey Results Presentation 
 

- A survey was sent out to 5th grade parents to gain a better understanding of how 
students and families experienced the transition from 4th grade to 5th grade.  

- Twenty eight families responded to the survey.  
- Mr. Keogh spoke about looking more closely at the data in the coming weeks with the 

Transition Committee and meeting with SEPTA and BLT to review the survey findings 
and discuss how to ease the transition in the future. 

- FMS Administration and Guidance Counselors have started to meet with 4th graders at 
Hillside so students can become familiar with faculty.  

- Following CSE meetings, a follow-up meeting with Gail Kipper and Chris Keogh will be 
offered to families who would like to become more familiar with FMS as their child heads 
to FMS. 

- In an effort to bridge the transition, 4th graders will visit 5th grade classrooms in the 
coming months and a few 5th graders will spend time with 4th grade classes at Hillside 
to answer questions and talk to students about what to expect in Middle School from a 
student’s point of view. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rG68gZQRJ3empQRC04RHJzOEs1azNqNWtUcVJfLTVJaTZn/view?usp=sharing


- Transition resources such as the Informational Parent Breakfast, PTSA manual, and 
Back to School are being evaluated. 

- A parent pointed out that Irvington Middle School has a helpful manual to assist with the 
transition for parents and would be worth reviewing. 

- A parent raised the concern that the 8th grade Leadership Group has come up with the 
idea to increase signage around the building to better assist students know where the 
cafeteria, bathrooms, etc are located in an effort to decrease student’s anxiety about 
getting lost when new to FMS.  

 
 
 
7. Field Trips 
 

- The 5th grade recently went to The Liberty Science Center which dovetailed nicely on 
the Liberty Science Center’s visit to the 5th graders at FMS a few months ago. 

- There are two upcoming field trips:  the 6th grade will be going to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art to study Ancient Greece and Egypt and the 8th grade will be going to 
Chelsea Piers for the End of Year event 

- The possibility of more ambitious (overnight) trips in the future is being explored 
(Washington D.C, Boston) 

- Mr. Keogh explained that overnight field trips had ceased following September 11th 
safety concerns in high profile areas as well as the cost being prohibitive for some 
families.  Mr. Keogh also explained that staff availability to chaperone had also shifted.  

- A parent suggested the the option of Frost Valley YMCA Camp as a possibility since it is 
not in a high profile area and more affordable. 

- A parent brought up the concern about the possibility of social issues becoming a 
problem on overnight field trips.  

- A parent suggested that we reach out to neighboring districts to see what they do in 
regard to overnight field trips. 

- Another parents suggested that student feedback be solicited about their feelings about 
the Chelsea Piers Trip. 

 
 
Upcoming FMS PTSA Meeting is scheduled for May 21st. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 


